Supratentorial convexity leptomeningeal schwannoma: case report.
Leptomeningeal schwannomas are very rare; to our knowledge, only one case has been previously reported. The possible histogenesis and differential diagnosis of intracranial schwannomas not related to cranial nerves are discussed. A 53-year-old man presented with a sudden onset of seizures. Computed tomographic scans revealed a small hypodense mass in the peripheral aspect of the left frontal lobe. The mass was hypointense on T1-weighted and hyperintense on T2-weighted magnetic resonance imaging scans, with ring enhancement after contrast medium administration. A craniotomy was performed for total removal of the tumor, revealing a well-demarcated, firm, spherical tumor beneath the dura. The tumor was easily separated from the brain. Histologically, the tumor was observed to be within the subarachnoid space, intimately attached to the pia mater. The adjacent brain tissue and dura mater were free of tumor cells. The histological diagnosis was schwannoma. Computed tomographic and magnetic resonance imaging findings in our case were consistent with those for a schwannoma, although the subarachnoid space is an extremely rare location for schwannomas. We emphasize that schwannomas may arise in the subarachnoid space.